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On Monday, March 14th, a hundred plus educators from around the country joined 
literacy researchers and AIM Institute for Learning & Research 
staff for their 4th Annual Research to Practice Symposium. This year’s focus was on 
reading comprehension and the line-up of presenters was impressive.  It included 
Cate Cain from the University of Lancaster in the UK, Don Compton and Hugh Catts 
from Florida State University, Michelle Duda formerly from UNC Chapel Hill, and 
AIM’s Director Of Academic & Professional Practices, Nancy Hennessy. AIM Institute 
and this annual symposium has become a convening space for researchers and 
practitioners from across the globe to share knowledge and collaborate in ways 
that help translate the scientific research into evidence based strategies for the 
classroom.
 
Both Cate Cain and Hugh Catts presented their most recent research findings. Cain 
focused on the area of oral language development and how oral language skills 
predict reading comprehension outcomes. And Catts presented research supporting 
a model of reading comprehension that is quite variable and involves the interaction 
of reader, text, and task elements.

One of the day’s highlights was a presentation 
by Don Compton detailing a study that he has 
been doing in conjunction with AIM Academy 
teachers and students. He has been exploring 
the topic of classrooms that facilitate the 
development of deep background knowledge 
and the transfer of that knowledge into 
overall comprehension skills for students. 
Not surprisingly, he is finding that deep 
knowledge matters and that depth over 
breadth in curriculum is important. 

Rounding out the symposium’s line up were practitioners Duda and Hennessey. 
Michelle Duda challenged attendees to think about program implementation from a 
scientific perspective, asking what does it take to sustain effective literacy practices 
over time and across various systems. Nancy Hennessy and AIM Academy educators, 
Nichole Pugliese and Julia Salamone, gave participants a glimpse into the evidence 
based practices and literacy frameworks used to teach comprehension within the 
AIM Integrated Literacy Model.

As attendee Ben Powers, Head of Eagle Hill-Southport in CT stated, “Monday’s research 
symposium was the best I have attended in quite awhile. A lot of conferences that 
I have attended are basic or I have heard the information before.  The information 
that the presenters shared with the audience was accessible, meaningful, impactful, 
new and actionable.”

 

It, of course, takes time to get new research integrated into classroom practice but 
far too often educators bemoan that it simply takes too long. Teachers and parents 
need access to the latest research and science on literacy so they can work together to 
craft supports and programs that assist all children in building strong foundational 
skills. Admittedly it can be a challenge to stay abreast of what science tells us is best 
practice and to understand how to translate scientific research into evidence based 
programs for the classroom. Since it’s inception in 2006, AIM Institute for 
Learning & Research has been focused on providing teachers, professionals 
and parents alike, the best and most current information on literacy and educational 
practices so that these multiple stakeholders are prepared to effectively support and 
serve students with diverse learning needs in a variety of settings. The Institute’s 
professional development programs and expert speaker series reflect the latest 
research and help inform evidence-based instructional practices for the classroom. 


